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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to Applicants' Amendment filed on 08/25/201 0. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Stanley D. Ference III (33,879). 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 1. (currently amended), A method comprising: 

limiting communication between users in a multi-user communication 
environment to a menu-driven system of pr e pr e par e d chat m e ssag e s until an 
authenticated relationship is established between the users, wherein the menu-driven 
system is limited to exchange of chat messages selected from a pre-prepared library of 
chat messages: 

receiving a request for a unique code by a first user the multi-user 

communication environment: 

generating the unique code by the multi-user communication environment: 
providing the unique code generated by the multi-user communication 

environment to [[a]] the first user in the multi-user communication environment; 
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responsive to transmission of the unique code from the first user to a second 
user via a communication path outside of multi-user communication environment: 

receiving the unique code from the second user at the multi-user communication 
environment: 

establishing the authenticated relationship between the first user and the second 
user in response to receipt by the multi-user communication environment of the unique 
code from the second user; and 

enabling free form communication between the first user and the second user in 
response to establishing the authenticated relationship between the first user and the 
second user, wherein the free form communication is not restricted to the pre-prepared 
library of chat messages, and the free form communication acts as private chat between 
users having an authenticated relationship only. 

Wh e r ei n: 

the authont i catod re l at i onsh i p comprises an assoc i at i on of the un i que code w i th 
th e f i rst us e r and th e s e cond us e r; 

the authont i catod re l at i onsh i p i s established botwoon the f i rst user and the 
s e cond us e r i n r e spons e to r e c ei pt by th e multi us e r commun i cat i on e nv i ronm e nt of th e 
un i qu e cod e from th e s e cond us e r; and 

th e un i qu e cod e i s not transm i ss i b le betw ee n th e f i rst us e r and th e s e cond us e r 
v i a the mu l t i user commun i cat i on env i ronment. 
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Claim 24. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable media having 
instructions for facilitating communication in real-time between users in a multi-user 
communication environment, the instructions performing steps comprising: 

limiting communication between users in a multi-user communication 
environment to a menu-driven system of pr e prepar e d chat m e ssag e s until an 
authenticated relationship is established between the users, wherein the menu-driven 
system is limited to exchange of chat messages selected from a pre-prepared library of 
chat messages: 

receiving a request for a unique code by a first user at the multi-user 
communication environment: 

generating the unique code by the multi-user communication environment: 

providing the unique code generated by the multi-user communication 
environment to [[a]] the first user in the multi-user communication environment; 

responsive to transmission of the unique code from the first user to a second 
user via a communication path outside of multi-user communication environment: 

receiving the unique code from the second user at the multi-user communication 
environment: 

establishing the authenticated relationship between the first user and the second 
user in response to receipt by the multi-user communication environment of the unique 
code from the second user: and 

enabling free form communication between the first user and the second user in 
response to establishing the authenticated relationship between the first user and the 
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second user, wherein the free form communication is not restricted to the menu-driven 
system of the pre-prepared library of chat messages, and the free form communication 
acts as private chat between users having an authenticated relationship only. 
whe r ein * 

th e auth e nt i cat e d r el at i onsh i p compris e s an assoc i at i on of th e un i qu e cod e w i th 
tho f i rst usor and tho second user; 

th e auth e nt i cat e d r el at i onsh i p i s e stabl i sh e d b e tw ee n th e f i rst us e r and th e 
second usor i n response to roco i pt by tho multi usor commun i cat i on onv i ronmont of tho 
un i qu e cod e from th e s e cond us e r; and 

tho un i que codo i s not transm i ss i b l e botwoon tho f i rst usor and tho socond usor 
v i a th e mu l t i us e r commun i cat i on e nv i ronm e nt. 

Claim 44. (Currently Amended) A method for initiating free form communication 
between a plurality of users in a multi-user gaming environment via an exchange of 
words selected from a menu of predetermined words determined by the gaming 
environment, the method comprising: 

establishing predetermined word communication via an exchange of words 
selected from the menu between a first user and at least one second user in the multi- 
user gaming environment, wherein the menu comprises a pre-prepared library of words: 

receiving a request for a unique code bv the first user from the multi-user gaming 
environment: 

generating the unique code bv the multi-user gaming environment: 
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providing [[a]] the unique code generated by the multi-user gaming environment 
to the first user in the multi-user gaming environment during the exchange of words 
selected from the menu of predetermined words between the first user and the at least 
one second user; 

responsive to transmission of transmitt i ng the unique code to the at least one 
second user via a mode communication path outside of the multi-user gaming 
environment^;]]: 

receiving the unique code from the at least one second user at the multi-user 
gaming environment ; 

establishing an authenticated relationship between the first user and the at least 
one second user in response to receipt by the multi-user gaming environment of the 
unique code from the at least one second user; and 

the environment permitting the first and at least second users to thereafter 
communicate via free form secure communication when the unique code has been 
authenticated by the multi-user gaming environment , wherein the free form secure 
communication is not restricted to the menu of a pre-prepared library of words and the 
free form communication acts as private chat between users having authenticated 
relationship only. 



Claim 59. (currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 
one or more processors; and 
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a computer readable storage medium, in operable connection with the one or 
more processors, having a program of instructions executable by the one or more 
processors, the program of instructions comprising: 

code configured to limit communication between users in the a multi-user online 
game to a menu-driven system of pre-prepared chat messages until an authenticated 
relationship is established between the users, the menu-driven system of pre-prepared 
chat messages comprising a set of pre-prepared chat messages associated with one or 
more game actions of the multi-user online game;[[.]] 

code configured to receive a request of an unique code by a first user from the 
multi-user online game: 

code configured to generate the unique code by the multi-user online game: 

code configured to provide the unique code generated by the multi-user online 
game to the first user in the multi-user online game: 

code configured to receive the unique code from a second user at the multi-user 
online game: 

code configured to enable establishment of the authenticated relationship 
between users: and 

code configured to enable free form communication between the first user and 
the second user in response to establishing the authenticated relationship between the 
first user and the second user, wherein the authenticated relationship is established via 
exchange of the unique code between the users: 
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wherein the menu-driven system of pre-prepared chat messages prevents 
transmission of the secret code between the first user and the second user via the multi- 
user online game. 
Claim 60 cancelled. 

Claim 61. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 60 59, wherein the 
code configured to enable establishment of the authenticated relationship between 
users further comprises: 

code providing a first user the secret code in response to a request of the first 
user for the secret code; and 

code for receiving and authenticating the secret code from the second user. 

Reason for Allowance 

4. Claims 1-7, 24-28, 44-47, 59 and 61-64 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record taking singly or in combination fails to teach or suggest a 
method comprising: limiting communication between users in a multi-user 
communication environment to a menu-driven system until an authenticated relationship 
is established between the users, wherein the menu-driven system is limited to 
exchange of chat messages selected from a pre-prepared library of chat messages; 
receiving a request for a unique code by a first user the multi-user communication 
environment; generating the unique code by the multi-user communication environment; 
providing the unique code generated by the multi-user communication environment to 
the first user in the multi-user communication environment; responsive to transmission 
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of the unique code from the first user to a second user via a communication path 
outside of multi-user communication environment: receiving the unique code from the 
second user at the multi-user communication environment; establishing the 
authenticated relationship between the first user and the second user in response to 
receipt by the multi-user communication environment of the unique code from the 
second user; and enabling free form communication between the first user and the 
second user in response to establishing the authenticated relationship between the first 
user and the second user, wherein the free form communication is not restricted to the 
pre-prepared library of chat messages, and the free form communication acts as private 
chat between users having an authenticated relationship only. 

Therefore, the closest prior art of record (i.e: Danieli et al. (Patent no.: US 
7,240,093 B1), Yamada et al. (PGPUB: US 2002/0049805 A1), Maehiro (PGPUB" US 
2002/0062348 A1 ) and Harvey et al. (PGPUB: US 2002/0059379 A1 )) taking singly or in 
combination does not teach or suggest these features. Based on this reasoning, claim 1 
is allowable over the prior art of record. 

The dependent claims bring definite, further limiting, and fully enable by the 
specification are also allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LIN LIU whose telephone number is (571)270-1447. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 5:00pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Srivastava Vivek can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Lin Liu/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2445 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2445 



